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bright and cheerful red, of flat stones or of thatch, and the
ubiquitous corrugated iron has long been in evidence also.
On the other hand, where some special type of agriculture
is possible and has been developed, villages present a better
appearance, and the pensioned army officer, usually a small
yeoman farmer, will perhaps have built himself a 'pukkhtf
house. There are, of course, villages and villages, and some
will be found grouped round brick houses of a local land-
owner which stand high on the piled debris of centuries.
In most cases pigs' and cows' manure and rubbish will lie
about in happy confusion and filth. The tragedy of most
mud villages is that they have been built from mud exca-
vated at their doors, and the excavations, filled with rain
water for many months, pour forth the mosquito that fills
the countryside with malaria. It is perhaps not too much
to say that the miserable physique of the ordinary cultivators
of the South may be due to centuries of destruction of red
corpuscles by the malarial parasite. Reference has been
made herein to the temporarily successful village uplift
with which an enthusiastic English magistrate and his wife
inoculated a district and its contented relapse therefrom
when the uplifters9 backs were turned. One of the most
interesting things in India is the ancient village system
already referred to, with its contingent of hereditary out-
caste menials and servants. These, while existing in
servility as members of the strange untouchables whose
origin is so wrapped in mystery, do the village work ad-
mirably, and are reasonably treated and maintained, so long
as they do not upset matters by presumption or contumacy.
The scavengers, water-carriers, midwives, and night watch-
men, all have their place as related, while the village
headman and the village council orpanchqyat rule the villages,
and are equipped with certain lesser powers as magistrates
and quarrel-menders. This system has come to us through
the ages, and the wiser British magistrates and governors
have done much to revive and foster it, and to use it for the
development of co-operative banking and the like. It is